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PRESS STATEMENT; 21. 1. 71. 
FROM: THE PREMIER (MR. DUNSTAN). 
SUBJECT; COST OF LIVING INCREASE. Pr.D. 9/71. 
The Premier (Mr. Dunstan) today said the only way for Australia 
to curb the prices spiral was to have a national price control 
system. 
He said price control in South Australia had allowed the 
State.to keep costs under some restraint. 
"The Prices Commissioner keeps a close watch on prices 
and has assisted the Government in keeping living costs 
lower.here than in other States. 
"Figures for the December quarter last year show that 
since the 1966/67 financial year the consumer price index 
has risen by 11.8 p.c. for Adelaide which is the smallest 
rise for any of the capital cities." 
Mr. Dunstan said that without more effective controls on 
prices the arbitration commission had no means of protecting 
the real value of the wages they awarded, and wage and price 
increases as a result kept following each other upwards in a 
never ending spiral. 
"This has very serious effects on overall costs both for 
industry and State Governments. 
"The Commonwealth'with its rich harvest in income tax benefits 
financially from rising wages. 
On the other hand State Governments are facing a grave problem 
in providing services at a level demanded by the community and 
the only permanent solution I can see is for an Australia-wide 
system of price control which could lead to more stability 
in wages and prices." 
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